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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------_
It I s that time of year again for upcoming seniors
102-1372
ACADEMY APPOIIli'MENTS
23 July 1992 Washington, D C
to begin thinking about a nomination tp one of the various service
academies. Every year it is my distinct honor and privilege to nominate
outstanding young men and women from the 15th congressional district to
the DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE ACADEMIES the Naval Academy at Annapolis,
Maryland; the Military Academy at West Point, New York; and the Air Force
Academy near Colorado Springs, Colorado.
If you are an upcoming high school senior and would like to be
considered by me for a nomination to one of the academies for the classes
entering in July 1993, you must contact my Washington office and I will
send you a packet of material outlining the information required for your
file. That information must be in my office no later than Monday, November
30, 1992, in order for me to consider you. You may contact me at 1401
Longworth HOB, Washington, DC 20515, (202) 225-2531.
Each applicant for a nomination must meet the following eligibility
requirements as of July 1st of the year of admission to the service academy:
(1) be at least 17 years of age, but not having passed their 22nd birthday,
(2) be a United States citizen, and (3) be unmarried, not pregnant, and
have no legal obligation for support of children or other dependents.
These academies provide South Texans a very special opportunity t'o
get an excellent education while serving their country. In se lec t ing
nominees for appointment, these three academies consider evidence of
character, scholarship, leadership, physical aptitude, medical fitness,
goals J and motivation in determining each nominee I s "whole person"
evaluation.
In addition to the three Department of Defense Academies, there are
two Department of Transportation academies -- the U S Coast Guard Academy
at New London, Connecticut, and the U S Merchant Marine Academy at Kings.
Point, New York. The Coast Guard Academy is the only academy that offers
nominations solely on the basis of an annual nationwide competition.
There are no congressional appointments or geographic quotas involved.
The Merchant Marine Academy eligibility requirements are the same as the
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three Department of Defense Academies, except for the age limitation.
These candidates may be between the ages of 17 and 25 as of July 1st of
the entry year.
For more information on any of the above-mentioned academies, please
contact my Washington office.
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..::S::.HALL==-'Bo.:Uo.:S~I'"NE=S~S~ __...:B~I~G~...:O~P~PO~R=TUIlT==I:::E~S - Nume rous re que s t s come acro s s my
desk regarding how small businesses can procure government contracts.
The General Services Administration's Federal Supply Service (FSS), will
host two 3-day conferences with the theme, "BUILDING A STRONGER AMERICA
THROUGH SMALL, SMALL DISADVANTAGED, AND WOMEN-OWNED BUSINESSES."
The major objective of these conferences is to encourage greater
participation by small, minority, and women-owned businesses in our highly
diversified procurement programs. Annually FSS purchases more than $8
billion in goods and services for Federal Government agencies. These
conferences will provide an excellent opportunity for firms to meet
face-to-face with government officials to network and explore government
sales opportunities. In· addition to FSS workshops, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, Small Business Administration, Department of Commerce,
and UNICOR will participate and provide information on how to do business
with their agencies.
The first conference is scheduled for July 28-30, 1992, at the Sheraton
Premiere at Tysons Corner, 8661 Leesburg Pike, Vienna, Virginia 22182.
The second conference will be held on December 1-3, 1992, at the Sheraton
Denver Tech Center Hotel, 4900 DTC Parkway, Denver, Colorado 80237.
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VA ANNIVERSARY - It was during this week of July in 1930 that the Veterans
Administration was established as an independent agency. The agency
consolidated the U S Veterans Bureau, the Bureau of Pensions, and the
National Home for Volunteer Soldiers. The current Department of Veterans
Affairs inherits a historical legacy of citizen-supported services for
military veterans. In fact, the VA I S system of compensation for
service-disabled veterans traces its roots to benefits administered by
the first U S Congress in 1789.
We should all be proud that each wartime period in American history
has been followed by broadened federal programs that today serve some
27.3 million living veterans.
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